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variset benches, hooks, hangers & shelves for changing rooms & cloakrooms



Attention to detail is what makes Binns equipment superior. We pride ourselves on taking extra 
care to provide the best possible solution. Binns present a bespoke system based on standard 
components, giving a competitively priced product which is flexible and adaptable.

Binns the company

AJ Binns Limited was founded in 1937, when John Binns set up business in Great Marlborough Street in 
Central London. As the demand for Binns products grew, the company was divided into two sections to 
accommodate the specialist knowledge required for the diversity of its product range. AJ Binns Limited 
catered for the growth in the sports and leisure industry. Binns Fencing Limited grew to become a market 
leader in high security fencing systems. When Julian Binns joined the company in 1970, having trained as 
an industrial designer, he commissioned Kenneth Grange to design a new range of products based on good 
looks, high quality materials and the flexibility to suit a wide range of applications.

The range was given the name Variset® and won a Design Council Award in 1972. From the original Multiple 
hook system, the range has developed to include many more products, with design quality always the top 
priority. In 1997 the company moved to its present location in Potters Bar. Since then, the Reverse hook 
system, Coin operated cable-lock and, most recently, the Elliptical range have been introduced.

A CD containing the full specification of all variset  
products is attached on the inside back cover
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Solid white oak

Upholstered Connolly leather

Powder coated to any RAL colour
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2 code EL9 single width wall or island bench



Composition and manufacture 

There are seven products within this range. The seating frames are laser cut 
and hand finished in 8mm, high quality mild steel or stainless 316. The slats are 
extruded aluminium and can be powder coated in any RAL colour or upholstered 
in Connolly leather. Alternatively, they can be specified with hardwood slats.

code EL9 single width wall or island benchcode EL7A cantilever wall fixed bench

code ELP wall fixed perch code EL5 with upholstered connolly leather slats

variset elliptical

Elliptical is the next generation of changing room equipment ideal for sports and 
leisure changing areas, reception areas and also outdoor applications. It is built 
to the same demanding standard specifiers expect from all Binns products.

code EL7 
wall and floor fixed bench 
height 435 depth 425mm

code EL7A 
cantilever wall fixed bench 
height 435 depth 425mm

code ELP 
wall fixed perch
height to suit client requirements 
depth 210mm
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code EL5 
double width island bench 
height 435 depth 560mm

code EL1 
double width, island bench 
with reverse hooks. Free standing units 
and wall fixed benches require solid 
floors/walls fixed with Hilti resin type 
fixings. height 1770 depth 930mm

code EL1A 
single width, island or wall bench with reverse 
hooks. height 1770 depth 505mm

code EL9 
single width wall or island bench 
height 435 depth 366mm



Semi-island 
Configuration to meet specific client requirements.
Illustration shows 170 mm spacers.

Corner 
Configurations to meet specific site conditions.
Illustration shows 170 mm spacers.

variset single & multiple hooks

Hat and coat hooks that can either be fixed individually or as multiple hook units to 
any length. Multiple hooks and spacers slide onto a backplate. 75mm spacers provide 
95mm hook centres. 170mm spacers provide 190mm hook centres.

Composition and manufacture

Hooks, spacers and backplates are all extruded aluminium and can be finished as satin anodised or powder 
coated in colour combinations from the full RAL range. Single hook mounting blocks are moulded ABS. Single hook 
mounting blocks and end caps for rails come in grey or black. For fixing single hooks use the integral moulded ABS 
block screw-fixed to the wall, onto which the hook is secured with a grub screw. Multiple hooks use a hidden backplate 
which is first screwed into position, then hooks with spacers are slid onto it and are finished with end pressure plates 
and ‘snap in’ end caps. Available accessories are numbered spacers/hooks, as are special spacers for corners and 
recesses. Semi-island units which project from the walls can be supplied to create more hanging spaces.
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code HW75 combination of both hook 
types with 75mm spacers

code W75 coat hook 
with 75mm spacers

code H75 hat & coat hook 
with 75mm spacers

code V1/W 
single coat hook 
height 72 depth 56 width 20mm 

code V1/H 
single hat & coat hook
height 85 depth 110 width 20mm 
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 code PH acrylic hanger available in a range of colours
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variset reverse hooks

Inspired by client comments and the German standard Din7917 for coat hooks, 
the reverse hooks were designed to sit behind a protective shield to avoid problems 
associated with projecting hooks in highly trafficked areas.

Composition and manufacture

Reverse hooks are made from extruded aluminium and are fixed by a M8 x 12 socket head bolt.
Wall brackets are mild steel and are fixed to an extruded aluminium front cover. These brackets have integral 8.5 x 
20mm fixing slots. Intermediate brackets can be fixed as required. Moulded end caps finish the exposed ends of the 
front cover rail. The finish of all elements is powder coated in colour combinations from the full RAL range. 
Wall fixings are to be supplied by installer to suit site conditions. On installation hooks are usually centred at 
95mm or 190mm but can be supplied at any centre required. Units are available in any length and can be used with 
our VZ or Elliptical range.
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Reverse hook assembly
height 145 depth 114mm
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Reverse hooks at 95mm centres
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VZ12 installation

Wall unit with a single row of captive 

hangers and shelf unit with wall to floor 

fixing supports.
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code VZ12 unit
using non-captive steel rod hangers

code VZ12 unit 
using captive steel rod hangers
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code VZ6 single width island bench with 5 slats and shoetray
code VZ7A cantilever wall bench with aluminium slatscode VZ2A single sided island bench unit with a shoetray

code VZ7A cantilever wall bench with aluminium slats where timber is unsuitable code VZ7A cantilever wall bench

variset VZ

Designed to provide a high performance range of benches, hooks, hangers and shelving 
equipment for changing rooms and cloakrooms. Independently tested for strength, 
stability and durability so it will stand the test of time in the toughest environments. 
Units can be manufactured to any dimensions to suit client requirements.
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Leg positioning

Unlike many modular systems 

the positioning of legs is 

carefully considered. This 

improves the appearance of the 

product, eliminating unsightly 

details, such as extra legs, which 

can cause dirt and litter traps.
Low-level tie rails

When shoetrays are not present 

low-level tie rails are used to 

ensure island bench units remain 

rigid and stable. This removes 

the possibility of ‘racking’, even 

on longer lengths.

 

Strength & durability

Samples of the VZ range have 

been tested and passed by FIRA 

(Furniture Industry Research 

Association) for strength and 

durability. These tests involve 

simulating heavy usage in 

operating conditions. Both 

impact testing and continuous 

loading tests are performed to 

check both the initial strength 

and the continuing durability of 

the frames.

Flexibility

The standard Binns range can be 

supplied as required to provide 

special seat and hook heights for 

children, or deeper seat spans to 

suit the disabled.

Steel frames

The steel frames of the Variset 

range are manufactured from 

heavy-duty ERW flat oval 

sections. The tubes used are 

approximately 30% thicker 

than most other changing room 

equipment manufacturers’.

Mitre joints

The white beech seating slats 

can be mitred in the corner 

which provides an extremely 

neat, continuous appearance 

that removes possible dirt and 

finger traps.
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Installation shows VZ2 and VZ2A 

island units fixed into VZ8 wall/

floor fixed units with H170 hook 

rails above. 

All drawings shown refer to our 

standard Variset range, however 

all products can be specified 

to meet any requirement, for 

example, three slat seating can 

easily be increased to four or five 

to meet Sport England or DDA 

regulations.



variset VZ  

All Variset benching systems can be manufactured to standard sizes or to any height and 
length for no additional cost. The result is a complete bespoke system that is no more 
expensive than a standardised option. Binns will also design and manufacture units to meet 
any special requirements not available from the standard ranges.

Composition and manufacture

The framework is made from hollow section heavy gauge steel tube and is a fully welded assembly. 
Seats and shelves are produced from sustainable European white beech slats 32 x 75mm and finished with a clear acid-
catalysed lacquer. Aluminium seating slats are available for the toughest of environments or where a high level of humidity 
is present. Shoetrays are made from heavy duty angle frame and 3mm wire mesh. The finish of the range is powder coated 
in colour combinations from the full RAL range. Timber slats are trimmed on site to the exact length to fit the desired space. 
There is an extensive range of accessories to complement the VZ range. These include a security locking system and hanger 
numbering options. On installation seat and shelf corner slats are mitred on site and steel plates are supplied to support the 
mitred joints. If shoetrays are required they stop at the seat supports nearest the corners.

code VZ1 
double sided island bench 
with hooks and backrest 
code VZ2 with shoetray
height 1700 depth 660mm

code VZ1A 
single sided island bench 
with hooks and backrest 
code VZ2A with shoetray
height 1700 depth 345mm

codeVZ3 
double width island bench 
with 7 slats 
code VZ4 with shoetray 
height 435 depth 665mm

code VZ5  
single width island bench seat 
with 5 slats 
code VZ6 with shoetray 
height 435 depth 465mm

code VZ7 
wall bench with 3 slats
for non-solid walls
code VZ8 with shoetray 
height 435 depth 330mm

code VZ7-5
wall bench with 5 slats
for non-solid walls
code VZ8-5 with shoetray
height 435 depth 500 mm
DDA compliant

code VZ7A-4 
cantilever wall bench
with 4 slats for solid walls
code VZ7B-4 with shoetray
height 435 depth 450mm
Sport England compliant 

code VZ7A 
cantilever wall bench 
with 3 slats for solid walls
code VZ7B with shoetray 
height 435 depth 330mm

code VZ13
single width island with hangers 
and shelf. Can also be used 
against hollow or partition walls
code VZ13ST with shoetray
height 1785 depth 435mm

Feet and castors

Hidden leg fixings are 
supplied as standard. 
Alternative feet finishes 
to suit particular site 
conditions are available 
as shown below.

plastic feethidden fixing adjustable feet small castor large castor code MSD
double sided mobile storage unit 
with mesh basket
height 1200 depth 450mm

Mobile units

code MSS
single sided mobile storage unit 
with mesh basket
height 1200 depth 450mm

code VZ14
double width island with two 
rows of hangers and a shelf 
code VZ14ST with shoetray
height 1785 depth 1100mm

code VZ12
single row hangers and shelf 
with additional floor fixing for 
non-solid walls
code VZ12ST with shoetray
height 1785 depth 555mm

code VZ11
single row hangers and 
shelf for solid walls
height 1785 depth 475mm

code VZ9
wall bench for hollow or 
partitioned walls
code VZ10 with shoetray
height 435 depth 330mm

Hanger & claimer numbering 
 
VZ steel rod captive and non-captive 
hangers can have claimers for retrieval 
of garments in an operated cloakroom. 

Heavy duty acrylic claimers have 
numbers engraved into them. 
Numbered tags are rivetted to the 
steel hangers and paint filled in a 
contrasting colour.
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code NV2.3C wall fixed shelf & aluminium cup hooks



variset NV

This range of hooks, hangers and shelves offers versatile options for the 
storage of coats, bags and personal effects in offices, conference areas and 
public cloakrooms. Hangers and hooks slide within rails to provide anything 
from a single hook rail to a complete cloakroom layout.
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Brackets can be fixed in two ways 
depending on client requirement.

code WH wooden hangers code NV2.3 shelf with nylon hooks

code WH wooden hangers code PH acrylic hangers

code C aluminium cup hook

code PH acrylic hanger

code WH wooden hanger

code NV moulded hanger

code NV nylon hook
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Binns variset NV

Installation: Cadogan Hall, Sloane Terrace, London SW1 

Home of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
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code NV3 
wall fixed shelf
hangers & hooks
height 457 depth 535mm

code NV10 
wall fixed hook rail with 
NV nylon hooks

code NV2.3C 
wall fixed shelf & aluminium cup hooks
height 212 depth 320mm

variset NV 

Composition and manufacture

Hangers and hooks slide into aluminium rails which can also form a slatted shelf. The NV hangers are held by 
nylon straps which cannot be removed from the rails. The straps give flexibility, making it easy to place coats and 
other garments on them. Single or multiple grey or black nylon hooks can slot into the aluminium rails along with 
NV hangers. A new range of ply hangers WH and acrylic hangers PH are now available. The cup hook C is a new 
addition to the Binns range of hooks. This was developed for the American market to enable heavy objects such 
as satchels to be suspended where a standard nylon hook would not suffice. Rails are extruded aluminium. 
Wall brackets are produced from mild steel. The finish of the brackets and rails is powder coated in colour 
combinations from the full RAL range. On installation wall brackets hold the rails with captive nuts, which slide 
in the top of the rails. Centres for fixing the wall brackets are not pre-determined and can be varied to suit site 
requirements. We recommend wall brackets to be fixed at not more than 1000mm centres. 
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code FSA NV3D 
double sided island with 
shelf, hooks & hangers

code NV1 PH 
wall fixed shelf with acrylic hangers
height 457depth 536mm

Hanger & claimer numbering 
 
NV hangers can have claimers 
for the retrieval of garments in an 
operated cloakroom. Heavy duty 
acrylic claimers have numbers 
engraved into them which 
correspond to the nylon hanger 
straps.

code NV2.3 
wall fixed shelf & nylon hooks
height 212 depth 320mm



Binns accessories

Binns Variset can offer a wide range of accessories as part of their cloak 
and changing room systems. These can either be supplied separately, 
or to complement a Binns cloakroom installation.

16

code locker range Binns are able to offer a huge choice of locker options by working closely with 
experienced trade only manufacturers in the UK and Europe. Each manufacturer is a specialist in its 
own field covering the whole range of specification levels that most projects will need.

code coin-return lock security system. code hat and coat stand VHS The hat and coat stand consists of six aluminium hat and coat 
hooks fitted to a central aluminium column with an umbrella retaining ring and a drip tray built into 
the black ABS base cover. The heavy mild steel base ensures excellent stability. The product can be 
finished powder coated in colour combinations from the full RAL range, or satin anodised.



Double hanger hook DHH 

Satin anodised aluminium double hook 

with two acrylic (PH) hangers. 
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variset benches, hooks, hangers & shelves 

for changing rooms & cloakrooms
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 code EL9 stainless steel freestanding benches with aluminium slats 



Christ the King Sixth Form College, London SE13 
Elliptical units used in the changing areas and viewing gallery

‘The Elliptical range was chosen specifically on the basis of looks, and as far 
as we are concerned, the client has been very pleased with them.’
Graham Rivers Architect.
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code reverse hooks powder coated RAL 9006 to match the stainless steel seat framescode EL7A stainless steel cantilever wall fixed benches with aluminium slats

code lockers code EL7A stainless steel cantilever wall fixed benches with aluminium slats
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Herschel Grammar School, Slough 

David Morley Architects 

VZ1 unit integrated into VZ7 wall benches in order to maintain 

a continuous seat top. The bench frames have been powder 

coated RAL9006.



code VZ1-4 island unit with hooks, bench seat and backrest code VZ7-4 units around the walls
code VZ1 double sided island bench with hooks and backrest 
code VZ7 wall bench with 3 slats for solid walls

code VZ1 double sided island bench with hooks and backrest
code VZ7 wall bench with 3 slats for solid walls

code VZ7-4 wall and floor fixed bench unit

Ridlins End Pavilion, Stevenage. Stevenage Borough Council
The layout was designed to meet Sport England recommendations. 
The 4 slat option on the benches was utilised to achieve a seat depth of 450mm.
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‘I specified Binns VZ benches as we have used Binns elsewhere and the general 
feeling of our clients was, that it wasn’t worth compromising on the quality. 
Binns weren’t the cheapest option but were the most robust. We are very happy 
with the Binns products and they have fulfilled everything that we have asked of them.’ 
Mark Cotton Architect, Stevenage Borough Council.
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The London Coliseum. Home of English National Opera. 

Coin-return cable locks being used on VZ13 units.

‘We took our client to the Guildhall to see the Binns cloakroom installation, 

and had previously used Binns at Sadlers Wells, and this definitely 

influenced our decision to specify Binns for the London Coliseum.’ 

Gaby Flood Arts Team: Renton Howard Wood Levin Partnership.



Education

Ballymoney High School
Bangabandu School, Bow
Donaghadee High School
Duke of York Military School, Dover
Ealing Tertiary College
Eton College
Hackney Community College
Harvard University, Mass., USA
Highlands College, Jersey
Ismaili Centre, London
Le Squez School, Jersey
Loughborough University
Magdalen College, Oxford
Manorfields Infants School, Batley
MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology)
Motherwell College
Newham College, London
Ramsey Grammar School
Rydal School, Wales
Southampton Oceanography Centre
Trinity School, Jersey
University of Central London
University of City of London
University College, London
University of Dundee
University of Glasgow
University of Leeds
University of London Guildhall
University of Newcastle
University of Nottingham
University of Reading
University of Sheffield
University of Warwick

Sports & leisure

The Antrim Forum
Belfry PGA Academy (Golf Club)
Borders Ice Rink, Kelso
Burnley Football Club
Cambridge Rugby Club
Center Parcs
Charlton Athletic Football Club
Chelsea Football Club
Ealing Lawn Tennis Club
Hillsborough Leisure Centre
Lord’s Cricket Ground
Luton Town Football Club
Maynard Sinclair Pavilion, Stormont
Manchester United Football Club
Millwall Football Club
Moatlands Golf Course, Kent
Newcastle United Football Club
New England Patriots, Mass., USA
Reebok Sports Club, New York
South Leeds Stadium
Twickenham Rugby Ground
Wembley Stadium

Wentworth Golf Club
Wetherby Racecourse
Wimbledon Park Golf Club
Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium
Wolverhampton Football Club
York Race Course

Health

Addenbookes Hospital, Cambridge
Ashworth Hospital, Merseyside
Barnet Hospital
Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Birmingham City Hospital
Bristol Royal Infirmary
Carlisle Hospital
Causeway Hospital, Coleraine
Charing Cross Hospital, London
Derby Royal Infirmary
Doncaster Royal Infirmary
Great Ormond Street Hospital, London
Guys Hospital, London
Huddersfield Royal Infirmary
Lancaster Royal Infirmary
Lincoln Hospital
Liverpool Women’s Hospital
PDSA, PETAID

Potters Bar Community Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Edgbaston 
Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital
Royal London Hospital
Royal Naval Hospital, Plymouth
Royal United Hospital, Bristol
Scunthorpe General Hospital
St Vincents University Hospital, Dublin
South Warwick Hospital
Sussex Nuffield Hospital
The University of Wales Hospital, Cardiff
Walsall Manor Hospital
Western General Hospital, Edinburgh
West Lambeth Health Authority Hospital
York District Hospital

Theatre & museums

Birmingham Hippodrome
Cottesloe Theatre, London
Chicken Shed Theatre
Dulwich Picture Gallery
Guildhall Art Gallery
Imperial War Museum, London
London Coliseum
National Gallery, London
National Museum of Scotland
National Portrait Gallery, London
Natural History Museum, London
Royal Albert Hall, London
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
Sadlers Wells Theatre, London
Swansea Maritime & Industrial Museum

Tate Gallery, London
Tate Modern, London
Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Emergency services

Aberdeenshire Council, Elgin Fire Station
Barking Fire Station
Bethnall Green Police Station
Bromsgrove Fire Station
Corby Fire Station
Hammersmith Police Station
Ilford Police Station
Metropolitan Police, various
New Scotland Yard
North Wales Police HQ

RNLI, Sea Survival Centre, Poole
RNLI, various
Sandwel & W.Birmingham Ambulatory Service
South Ockendon Police Station
States of Jersey Police HQ

Strathclyde Fire Service, various
Teeside International Fire Training Centre
West Midlands Fire Service, various

Industrial & commercial

BAA Terminals, various
Bank Austria, London
Bank of England, London
British Airways, various
British Gas, Glasgow
British Petroleum
British Rail
British Standards Institute, Chiswick
British Telecom, various
Brittania Building Society
Brittas Empire (as seen on TV)
Building Research Establishment
Calor Gas
Carlton Tower Hotel, London
Docklands Light Railway
Eastern Electricity, various
Euro-Tunnel
Ford Motor Company
Gatwick Airport
Glaxo-Wellcome, various
GEC Plessey, various
Guinness, London
Halifax Building Society, various
Heinz
IBM

John Lewis
Landrover, Solihull
Lloyds TSB

London Stock Exchange
London Underground, various
McDonalds Restaurants, various
Marks & Spencer
Microsoft, Reading

Midland Electricity, various
National Grid Company, various
National Power, Swindon
News International
Panasonic
Powergen
RAC Bescot, Leeds
RAC Club, Epsom
Rank Xerox
Ritz Hotel, London
Rolls Royce, Bristol
Royal Bank of Scotland
Royal Mail, various
Safeways Stores
J Sainsbury
San Francisco International Airport
Scottish Equitable HQ, Edinburgh
Sears Group, various
Shell, various
Sherwood Industries, Mansfield
Sony (UK)

Sun Life
Tesco Stores
Thames Water

Military & secure establishments

Aldershot Military Stadium
Blandford Army Camp
HMP Brixton
HMP Gloucester
HMP Norwich
HMP Parkhurst
HMP Pentonville
HMP Preston
HMP Shotts
HMP Strangeways
HMP Wakefield
HMP Wymott
Otterburn Army Camp
RAF Brize Norton
RAF Chivenor
RAF Cotishall
RAF Cosford
RAF High Wycombe
RAF Kinloss
RAF St Athan

Government & public buildings

City of London Corporation
Essex County Council
London Borough of Redbridge
London Borough of Tower Hamlets
London Borough of Wandsworth
MAFF (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food)
Mansion House, London
Metropolitan Borough of Sefton
Palace of Westminster, London
Tayside Regional Council
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client list and installations



Binns and a 35 year relationship with it’s designer

The association with Binns began in 1970, starting with the design of the Variset 
single and multiple hook units, which won a Design Council Award in 1972. 
Since then, Kenneth Grange has been continuously involved in the Company’s 
development and the design of new products.

Kenneth Grange CBE, RDI

His commercially successful 
designs have become so 
ubiquitous that they form the 
backdrop to our daily lives, 
yet we hardly notice them. 
The redesigned London Taxi, 
the Inter-City 125 train, the 
Kenwood Chef, the Kodak 
Instamatic camera, the 
Wilkinson Sword Protector 
razor, the Parker 65 pen and 
the new Anglepoise lamp are 
just a few.

Inter-City 125 trainLondon Taxi

Kenwood Chef Anglepoise®
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Copyright. Variset is a registered trademark of A J Binns Limited 

© A J Binns Limited 2005 

Product development. A J Binns Limited reserve the right to continually 

update its existing products without prior notice

Design Paul Anthony

Photography Heini Schneebeli

Technical Illustration Stan & Dave Pateman, Arboret Limited

Print Gavin Martin Associates

for a further copy please contact us 

Telephone 01707 85 5555

Fax 01707 85 7565

email info@ajbinns.com

web site www.ajbinns.com

missing your Binns specification CD?
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Binns changing rooms & cloakrooms

A J Binns Limited

Harvest House

Cranborne Road

Potters Bar

Hertfordshire EN6 3JF 

Telephone 01707 85 5555

Fax 01707 85 7565

email info@ajbinns.com

web site www.ajbinns.com


